
Brad Richter never made it into
Guinness Wotd Records, one of his

early goals, but the classical guitarist
from Tucson is achieving something
more important through Lead Guitar,

the nonprofit program he founded to
bring high-quality music instruction to

at-risk students in Arizona schools.
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:.1..1. 'jr,','r i: ':i:1'l.r'1'r,,",, Bracl Richter enters the rnusic room at -fucson,s pi-stor Middle
School, he u'alks into tl-re barely contained chaos of more than 40 restless adolescents set-
tling ir-r before class. ll.rele's jostling and joshing, combined u,ith clanging music stands
ar-rd the tunir-rg ol guitars u.hile teachcr-]onel l-auver readies her students for Richter's
u orksi-rop.

Rjchter is here as part o1'[.e ad Cuitar, the r.ronprofit prograrn he founded to bring hlgh-
quality n-rusic instruction to at-risk students ir-r Arizona school-s and around the countryi
After gently cajoling the last fes'stragglers, Rlchter plays Hol,Dearh Canr.:, his song based
on a Native American origit-t story,, r-tncanni l), re-creating a rattling rattlesnake u'ith a stac-
\':ll rr rJppir]g :tg.rin-t tltc qtrit.tr.
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